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Jane's Jottings

November is Rotary Foundation Month and our Foundation
Director Geoff Baldwin has a great program lined up on the
9th with Phil Fairweather, District Foundation Chair as guest
speaker.
Our club has been a fortunate recipient for District Grants
and Ged Williams is working hard applying for a Global
Grant. None of this would be possible without the Rotary
Foundation who offer grants that support humanitarian
projects, scholarships and vocational teams that provide
sustainable outcomes in one or more of Rotary’s areas of
focus.
They typically range from $30,000 to $200,000 US for Global
Grants and District Grants fund small short term projects
addressing an immediate need in our community or
overseas.
Many of our members are Paul Harris Fellows which is an
indication that $1,000 US has been donated by our club or
individuals to the Rotary Foundation.
It is up to every Rotarian to keep the Foundation healthy
trough our donations.

Birthdays

no members birthdays
this month folks - save
up for December!

On a completely seperate note, the Christmas Raffle ticket selling will be a major event this month. Let’s walk
the walk and talk the talk by selling our amazing club when we sell tickets to people.
In 2020/21 Rotary year Ballina on Richmond club doubled their membership by being seen doing things
around their community. People could see what Rotary was doing and wanted to be part of this wonderful
organisation. We don’t have a community base so let’s turn raffle ticket selling into selling our club.
We do numerous amazing projects but do the people in your workplace or community know what we do?
I recently updated our projects into My Rotary database and was surprised to see we have 22 active and
ongoing projects, well done members.
Project Director Graeme Johns has held a Project meeting and I would encourage members to get involved
when these are held.
Our club operates different from traditional clubs in that members are encouraged to fundraise for projects
which results in our diversity of projects and hands on volunteering done by members.
The article in the October RDU has already sparked some interest from Rotarians looking at a sea change in
their caravan, but wanting to stay connected to Rotary through our club membership.
Angelo Carlotto, Narelle Eather and myself have designed a club brochure so please let me know if you want
any and I’ll deliver or post them to you.
Last month our club donated $500 matching Ashmore’s donation plus $120 raised from the raffle for
Australian Rotary Health (ARH), plus Joan’s Jams topped this amount up to $1,100 donated to ARH.
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A big thank you to Ian and Tara for overcoming the challenging technical issues on the joint meeting Hat
Night with Ashmore Rotary Club. It was a fun well run event for all who participated.
The 24th of October was World Polio Day and our Club became a Clem Renouf and Bill Boyd End Polio Now
Club, by raising $300 which equates to over the requirements of $10 per member, congratulations to our
generous members.
A big shout out to Joan Hiscock raising just over $2,000 by making strawberry jam and cutting the tops off
strawberries (with Rod’s help on this one). 70% of sales go to RFDS and 30% to Australian Rotary Health.
This shows the innovative ways our club functions, well done Joan and all club members, I am so proud to
be your President.
Thank you everyone.
Jane Loxton, President Rotary e-Club of NextGen

The winner of Australian Rotary Health Hat Night

Seafarer with a Rotary Beanie

NOVEMBER 2021

PAGE | 02

Why the Rotary Club of Next Gen Donates 2000
Christmas Gifts of Hand Knitted Beanies to the
Port Headland Seafarers
Some facts I’d like to share with you.
Port Hedland is the largest bulk ore exporting port in the world and operates around the clock, closing
only for cyclones.
Out at sea there is an anchorage where ships wait their turn to enter harbour. It is about 14 kilometres
from shore and the outer marker is 42 kilometres from shore.
All ships navigating the S shaped channel must be accompanied by 4 tugs under the guidance of a local
marine pilot who are taken to the ship at anchorage by helicopter.
Port Hedland has 28 marine pilots who work 12 hour shifts.
The channel is 300m wide and narrows down to 183m and ships are up to 330m long and up to 70m wide
coming in at an angle to accommodate the wind and tide.
Unsurprisingly the channel is only one way!
At high tide the outbound ships get priority and can depart at 30 minute intervals and take 4 hours to
navigate the channel. Inbound ships make this trip in about 2 1/2 hours.
Once a ship comes into harbour it is turned around at one of the two turning circles so the ship faces
seaward before it is secured to a berth. This is done for two reasons, first it is easy to turn an empty ship
and second in the event of a cyclone hitting the harbour as it is one of Australia’s most cyclone prone
areas.
Evacuating the harbour takes about 48 hours and the harbour master needs a day’s notice to clear the
harbour and anchorage.
Port Hedland has 19 berths with a further two under construction with six more in the planning, on
completion there will be 27 berths. The Port Authority has four berths the rest are mining companies of
BHP, FMG and Gina Rinehart.
How does the iron ore and other minerals get to the port?
Here are some train facts!
A double rake train consists of two engines 134 cars plus another two engines and 134 cars making a total
of 268 cars with a length of 2.9 kilometres. Never be in a hurry getting into town because for sure you will
get stuck at a railway crossing. Each rail car carries 140 tonnes with a total weight of ore per train, 37,520
tonnes. About 24 trains a day arrive in port and it takes six train loads to load a ship.
Port Hedland exports magnesium (black), lithium (greenish) industrial salt (white) and iron ore (reddish
brown), I love the way they are all colour coded.
On Christmas Eve volunteers deliver Christmas backpacks full of gifts
to the ships leaving that night and on Christmas Day all ships in harbour
and at anchorage receive their gifts. The ships at anchorage are delivered
by volunteer pilot helicopters.
Jane Loxton
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A Message from Yoshi...
I happened to find an interesting article on literacy in Japan. A club president who runs a kindergarten in
Tokyo decided to publish a picture book for children, explaining SDGs as a literacy project. Of course, it
must be very difficult for kindergarten pupils to understand SDGs. So, the president made stories easy
enough for the children to understand 17 goals in the picture book. It’s not education of language, but it’s
very important for them to touch the idea of SDGs in the kindergarten and be literal in ideal great future of
the world at such early ages. As we have 99 percent literacy rate in Japan, I guess this shows an interesting
new approach in literacy.
By the way, Japanese and Chinese people have a shared culture to celebrate harvest moon, eating
traditional sweets. This year, the harvest moon coincides with full moon for the first time in eight years. My
wife and I made a 20 min drive to the pacific coast to see the moon. As there was no cloud in the sky, we
saw the shining perfect moon in the completely deepest darkness. One thing we didn’t expect was the
reflection of the moon on the surface of the sea. It was like a silver belt on the field! We were very
impressed with the mysterious Autumnal natural event.
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Raffle books are available to purchase at $20 each or for you to sell to family and friends.
Please contact President Jane by email: janeloxton22@gmail.com
Completed books to be returned by mail before December 7th date of ticket draw.
Last minute items or money to purchase items will be accepted until Sunday 14th November.
Volunteers are needed to help Jane sell tickets at Taigum Square Shopping Centre, corner of Beams Road
and Church Road, Taigum.
Selling commences on Monday 15th to Sunday 21st inclusive, from 9am to 5pm.
Guidelines have been sent to members regarding this event.
Please deposit all Raffle Ticket money into the following account: BSB: 633 000
ACCOUNT: 153 772 652
Please add family name to your deposit.
Thank you, Jane Loxton
NOVEMBER 2021
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Marg's Joke of the Month
A Defence Lawyer for the Prosecution Doing His Job
A motorcycle police officer stops a driver for shooting through a red light.
The driver is a real bastard, steps out of his car and comes striding toward the officer, demanding to know why
he is being harassed by the Gestapo!
So the officer calmly tells him of the red light violation. The motorist instantly goes on a tirade, questioning the
officer's ancestry, sexual orientation, etc in rather explicit offensive terms.
The tirade goes on without the officer saying anything.
When the officer finishes writing the ticket he puts an "AH" in the lower right corner of the narrative portion of
the ticket. He then hands it to the 'violator' for his signature. The bloke signs the ticket angrily, and when
presented with his copy points to the "AH" and demands to know what it stands for.
The officer says, "That's so when we go to court, I'll remember that you're an Arse Hole!"
Two months later they're in court. The 'violator' has a bad driving record with a high number of points and is in
danger of losing his licence, so he hired a big gun lawyer to represent him.
On the stand the officer testifies to seeing the man run through the red light.
Under cross examination the defence attorney asks; "Officer is this a reasonable facsimile of the ticket that
you issued to my client?"
Officer responds, "Yes, sir, that is the defendant's copy, his signature and mine, same number at the top."
Lawyer: "Officer, is there any particular marking or notation on this ticket you don't normally make?"
"Yes, sir, in the lower right corner of the narrative there is an "AH" underlined."
"What does the "AH" stand for, officer?"
"Aggressive and Hostile, Sir."
"Aggressive and Hostile?"
"Yes, Sir.
"Officer, Are you sure it doesn't stand for Arse Hole?"
Well, Sir,..... You'd know your client better than I do.

How often can one get a lawyer to convict his own client?
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The History of the Rotary Foundation
In 1917, Rotary International President Arch Klumph announced his idea for an endowment fund dedicated to
“doing good in the world.”
With this short statement Klumph inspired the establishment of the Rotary Foundation. The first donation was
US$26.50 and in 1929 the Foundation made its first gift of $500 to the International Society for Crippled
Children.
For 11 consecutive years the Rotary Foundation has achieved the highest four star rating with Charity
Navigator, an independent evaluator of charities in the USA. Demonstrating both strong financial health and
commitment to accountability and transparency.
The Foundation has spent more than US$3.7 million on life changing sustainable projects that help people in
need around the world get clean water, medical care, literacy classes and many other projects making a
sustainable change to communities in need.
This is something we as Rotarians should be very proud of by supporting our Foundation as well as educating
people about the charitable work of Rotary.
With Rotary’s international networking of Rotarians we achieve a vast number of projects locally and around
the world for those who are less fortunate than ourselves.
Jane Loxton
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November Meeting Program
2nd November
no meeting

12th November
Event: Rotary Foundation Dinner
Guest Speaker: Phil Fairweather (District Foundation Chairperson)
Chairperson: Geoff Baldwin
come prepared to donate your home cooked meal value as if you were eating out towards Rotary Foundation!

16th November
Board Meeting
non-board members welcome if desired

23rd November
Event: Tag Along Tours
Guest Speaker: Graeme Johns
Chairperson: Angelo Carlotto

30th November
Event: Hydrogen Power
Guest Speaker: David McCowatt
Chairperson: Ian Yarker

November Events
Drought Community Outreach Program
3rd November @ Charleville
4th November @ Augathella
5th November @ Tambo (am) and Blackall (pm)

November Christmas Raffle Ticket Sales
15th-21st November @ Taigum Square Shopping Centre

aaannnddd... December Advanced Notice
4th December Bunnings BBQ
7th December AGM and election of new office bearers
11th December Days for Girls
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