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Jane's Jottings

Are we a Dinosaur or a Snake?
Well, I’m a snake in the Chinese Calendar, actually on the
cusp of a horse and a snake to be exact.
But I digress, I’m really talking about our Club.
We all know what happened to the Dinosaurs, yes they are
no longer with us.
But our Club is thriving and growing and members are asking
friends and talking about what a wonderful club we have, so
we must be a snake.
Why a snake I hear you ask?
Reptiles shed their skin to allow for further growth as their
skin is not particularly flexible and as a reptile grows, the skin
becomes stretched and eventually reaches a point where
further growth is no longer possible.
We as an e-Club are at the forefront of Rotary change,
because we have moved forward in this age of technology
and have embraced change, well before COVID forced other
clubs to do the same.
I wish to challenge all members to think outside the box
regarding membership of our Club.

Birthdays

Geoff Baldwin 07th
Yoshi Tomioka 12th
Jane Flood 16th

We are or were at some stage of our life, a leader, a business person, a change maker, throwing ourselves
at our chosen passion or work.
Come to our meetings prepared to share your knowledge and skills with other members and have input
into projects and activities.
We are lucky as we don’t have a town or local area to focus on potential members. As the saying goes, “ the
World is our oyster.”
This month’s Rotary Theme is Economic and Community Development.
To enhance our impact supporting the Royal Flying Doctor Service (RFDS) and other Community projects
both in Australia and Overseas, we need more Rotarians with diverse skills to empower Our club to be more
proactive.
Can our Club embrace the membership initiative of “each one bring one” challenge the Rotary International
President has announced?
We have one member Pär who has transferred to Our amazing Club, one new member, Cathy, two new
Honorary members, Courtney and Barbara plus two Friends of Rotary members, Monique and Tune.
We will also be welcoming Prue Berry into our club as work situations has made it difficult for her to attend
Hope Island club. I found myself in a similar situation 9 years ago and love the convenience of our on line
Rotary Club. Prue was our first guest speaker as she is on the District Ethics Committee.
Let us all embrace that challenge by inviting your friends to join our meetings. I know there are other
potential members waiting in the wings and this is fantastic news.
Let’s keep that momentum going.
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Other good news is that our District Grant of $1,500 has been approved so we can now purchase an
Electrocardiography Machine (ECG) for a remote Clinic in Ballia, India. Thank you Narelle for a great
submission.
To finish I thought this quote was very relevant from Dean Rohrs, Rotarian Humanitarian.
“ The time has come for Rotary to redesign, redevelop and to embrace today and tomorrow and stop
looking back through the rear-view mirror.”
“….. change is not harmful, change is exciting. Change takes you beyond yourself , and suddenly you realise
you are a much better person than you thought you were.”
Rotarians are people of action and through our wonderful club with active members as a team,
Together
Everyone
Achieves
More.
Jane Loxton, President Rotary e-Club of NextGen

The Election of Office Bearers Will be Here SOOOOON!
Our AGM will be held on the 7th of December where all positions will be vacant and new or existing
Directors will be appointed.
Please think about what you would like to get involved in for the upcoming 2022/ 2023 year.
I will be chatting to members prior to this meeting and nomination forms will be sent out during October.
Please get involved as this year will be very significant for Australian Rotarians having the International
Conversation in Melbourne in 2023.
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A Message from Yoshi...
September is the month of literacy and education in Rotary. I learned a lot about Rotary’s literacy from
PDG Dr Dick Walker(D9630) when I became District Chair of the Literacy Committee of D2830 in 2004. I
organized a workshop of CLE(Concentrated Language Encounter) in my District, and invited RI Director Dr
Rattananich from Thailand to demonstrate this method, which had been adopted as the standard teaching
method for thai language in primary schools. Dr Rattanavich emphasised they practiced this educational
system in order to break down the cycle of poverty in rural areas of Thailand. I was very impressed with
this humanitarian activities of Rotary, and later I became involved with some literacy projects in Thailand as
DRFC.
However, when Rotary got a strong tie with IRA(International Reading Association), Rotary’s literacy lost the
humanitarian basis and its literacy projects became more and more educational. It was important for
Rotary to become a major partner of IRA and Dolly Parton’s Foundation, but I think it’s a little pity that
nobody talks about the CLE method today.

Zone 8 Conference Update
Saturday 11th and Sunday 12 September Zone 8 Director Jessie Harman chaired a very interesting and
informative on line conference. Along with many guest speakers club projects were showcased including
our own District 9640, 100 year celebration of End Domestic Violence.
I’d just like to share some of our RI President Shekhar Mehta’s take away lines.
To be a Rotarian is to be part of something larger than ourselves.
Volunteering through Rotary is the rent we pay for being on this earth.
Bring members and engage them.
Bigger, better, bolder service.
Think of others before you think of yourself.
Gratitude is when we know we have enough.
He was asked why he joined Rotary, his answer, someone asked me.
I thought this was a very profound answer as we often don’t ask people and they miss out on such an
amazing opportunity of service above self.
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Jessie Harman's Top 5 Membership Points
1 Put our members at the Centre
Mindful of members needs and expectations
Deliver experience that meets their needs.
Communicate, communicate, communicate.
Foster a culture of appreciation.
2 Meaningful Services
Mindful of members skills and knowledge.
Provide a diverse range of service opportunities.
Projects that make a difference.
3 Diversity Equity and Inclusion
Value engagement and be flexible.
Inclusion is when every person feels welcomed, respected and valued.
Each person knows their contribution is valued.
4 Develop New Clubs and New Styles
Satellite, Passport, Alumni, Corporate, Cause based.
Nurture and support new clubs.
5 Each one Bring One
Invite
Taken from Zone 8 Membership presentation, Jane Loxton

Australian Rotary Health Raffle
$5 per ticket
First prize, choice of which quilt.
Owl design child’s quilt
3 Star design runner and cushion cover quilted.
For members to purchase tickets deposit monies into
Rotary e-Club of NextGen Bendigo Bank BSB 633000
Account 153772652 Please add family name to your
deposit for ticket allocation.
Tickets will be drawn at the combined Ashmore meeting.
We will keeping the monies raised by our members and
Ashmore will keep the ticket sales sold on the night, so
please ensure you purchase tickets prior to 13th October.
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A Letter from Pär Across the Seas
Dear Rotary friends
Thank you for welcoming me to the Nextgen Rotary Club. I have felt an enormous warmth in the club, even
though there are thousand of miles between us! I will here give a short recapitulation of my talk on the 27th
of July.
My name is Pär Bönnestig, spellt in English Paer Boennestig. The Swedish alphabet have three letters, Å, Ä,
and Ö, more than the English. I am married to Åsa, (Aasa), and we live in Skövde, (Skoevde), a town in
between Stockholm and Gothenburg. We have a Danish Swedish farm dog Kajsa. If you want you can
follow her on Instagram, @kajsasuniversum.
I run my own business, working as a senior partner in a recruitment firm, as well taking other assignments.
I became a Rotarian in 2015, joining Skövde Hertig Johan Rotary Club. 2019/2020 I was the club’s last
president, as we merged with our mother club Skövde Rotary Club. In 1987/1988 I was an exchange
student to Launceston West Rotary Club.
HEC - the last queen of of Holstein-Gottorp
Please close you eyes for a short moment, and try to see yourselves in the old town of Stockholm on the
20th of June 1818. It is a dirty town, as Sweden is one of the poorest countries in Europe. Try to hear the
church bells ringing as the last queen of the Holstein-Gottorp put down her earthy tools.
Hedvig Elisabeth Charlotte, in Sweden called Charlotta, was born on the 22nd of March 1759 in the
principality Holstein-Gottorp in todays Northern Germany. Charlotta was the younger cousin of Sophie
Friedrike Auguste, who when she died, 1796, was one of the most powerful women who have ever lived. You
know her as Catherine the Great of Russia.
But let us turn back to Holstein-Gottorp. Imagine the sound of a young woman running in the stony
corridors of her father, Fredrik August I of Oldenburg’s castle. She is holding her dress, so she will not fall on
the hems. She is fifteen years old, and is going to be married to her ten years older cousin, duke Karl, the
younger brother of king Gustaf of Sweden.
Charlotta and Karl had met once in 1770, and then Karl should have said that she, was cute. It would be
interesting to know what was taking place in Charlotta’s mind. She was moving to a country far away, cold
and different. She would never see her family again. Her purpose was to secure the Swedish royal family, by
giving birth to at least one son.
The marriage was approved by the two cousins the King of Sweden, Gustaf III, and the empress of Russia,
Catherine the Great.
The marriage took place in the, then Swedish, town of Wismar. Carl was not present. He was represented by
the president of the Wismar tribunal. Charlotta was met by a group of ladies in waiting, and she became a
dear friend of Sophia von Fersen (who’s brother was friend of the French queen Marie Antoinette, and
possible the father of her children).
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A Letter from Pär Across the Seas cont...
When Charlotta arrived in Stockholm she had a second marriage where Carl did attend. Perhaps more important for
us, is that she also started a diary. At first it was intended as messages to Sophia von Fersen. The diary was left with
friends of Charlotta, with the instruction not to be published until fifty years after her death. This diary, written in
French, consist of a unique account of court life and intrigues spanning from 1775 to 1817, published between 190242.
In 1776, just the year after she had arrived to Sweden she was initiated into Swedish freemasonry. She also had her
own female lodge, where she was grand mistress. This possible helped her to get information of and affect politics
thru male friends.
Charlotta believed the people should tax themselves thru elected representatives. She also believed autocracy was not
good, because it was dependent on one person.
This is understandable, when you think of that Charlotta and her husband was totally depended on her brother in
law, the king, for money and other things.
Charlotta mediated between the king and his mother, who where in constant fights. She attended parliament
meetings (hidden), even though women were not allowed. The king gave her assignments, but she also tried to
displace him. Duke Carl was unfaithful to her, but she had lovers of her own.
When there was a coup in Sweden 1809 (Sweden had lost Finland to Russia) Charlotta supported the son of Gustav IV
Adolf’s, who had been displaced in favor for duke Carl, who became Carl XIII, as heir to the throne. Gustav III had
been shot 1792 at a masquerade.
When Carl XIII had a stroke she held cabinets mettings. She was then aslo asked to become the acting regent, and
appoint the son of Gustav IV Adolf to heir to the throne. She said no to this.
At first she was against Jean-Baptiste Bernadotte, a French marshall of Napoleon Bonaparte, to became crown prince
and thus her adoptive son. But later she actually persuaded her husband, to appoint Jean-Baptiste Bernadotte as
crown prince.
Charlotta became queen of Sweden the 29th of June 1809, and queen of Norway the 4th of November 1814. Sweden
had annexed Norway, which was a part of Sweden till 1905.
Charlotta reminds us of the complexity of us humans. How we can have different opinions, and interact differently,
even if situations are fairly similar, and the persons are the same.
Pär
Sources: Hellsing, My, Hedvig Elisabeth Charlotte, hertiginna vid det
gustavianska hovet, Wikipedia: Searches on Charlotta, hertig Carl, Gustav III,
Karl XIV Johan, Gustav IV Adolf
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A Word from our Vice President Bob Gilligan
Australia, our Country, our Home our Nation.
Australia is a very diverse country in not just the landscape but in its people, their culture, and their traditions.
Recently my wife and I and two other couples travelled through every state on the mainland to many different
locations.
What we saw was a country that has a landscape like no other country on this planet. The land changes from
ocean shores to harsh and desolate landscapes, to beautiful gorges and rivers and magical mountainous
terrain. There are areas with very little human habitats, to areas where there are many Australians who work
and play.
To drive some of the roughest tracks in some of the most inhospitable areas makes you sit back and start to
think how the First Nation People ever survived. You start to think how dangerous it would have been for the
early explorers to reach such areas as the Kimberley’s, the Simpson Desert, the Great Dividing Range, places
like the Olgas and Uluru, Mitchell falls etc.
Prior to departing on the trip we planned everything that we needed, water, fuel, food, vehicle tools and
spares and comfort items such as tents and swags. The explorers that went when the first settlers came here,
had no idea where they may find water, food or shelter and yet they embarked on journeys to places where
no white person had ever been.
The people we met were very friendly and hospitable and most had stories to tell, as did other travellers.
What made us all sad during this journey was the complete lack of respect that some people have for our
countryside. The amount of rubbish thrown out of car windows or dumped on the side of the road was
disgusting. This to me shows a disregard for the welfare of our lands. We hear all the activists talk about
climate change, but no talk about the mess that lays all around the countryside. In some states the total lack of
rubbish bins in rest areas was a shock. In other states there where bins, but they were full and had not been
emptied in quite a while. In South Australia there was a complete lack of toilet facilities in rest areas and
therefore what was left behind was disgusting.
We could not believe that in this civilised world people would stoop to such a low level as far as defecting close
to roads and stopovers.
Not all this rubbish was left by Australians as on several occasions we witnessed overseas tourists attempting
to leave rubbish behind when an empty bin was a few feet away. They used the bin after being told in no
uncertain manner, to do so.
I always considered myself as an Australian and always considered all people who came to live here or already
lived here regardless of whether they were black, white, yellow or came from Countries such as Germany, Italy,
Greece, Vietnam, China, Afghanistan, or any other country. To me we are all Australians.
I served in the Australian Army as a National Serviceman from July 1969 to July 1971 and In the Australian
Army Reserve from 1977 to 1997. During these times I served with Aboriginals, people who were born in other
countries but came here to become citizens of the greatest country in the world.
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A Word from our Vice President Bob Gilligan Cont...
We are becoming a very divided nation as we deal with Covid 19. Instead of working as a nation we are
working as states. We have two states that have their own agenda, where they allow sporting teams to cross
their borders but not their own residents that have been caught in another state when the borders were
closed. Why are people who live very close to the Queensland border and have jobs in Queensland unable to
go to work or to visit sick or dying family members. Is money the main factor in allowing sporting teams to
come across the border. Why do the families have to be with them? Don’t see our service men and women
carrying on when they are stationed away from their families for long periods of time. Our service people and
families must be made of sterner stuff as they handle it very well and you don’t see them winging and crying
because they are away from their loved ones. Sure, they miss them and are sad that they are apart. They knew
when they joined that they would sometimes have to put their country before their families. They still do their
jobs to very high standards expected. Their families and those of other military personnel support each other.
These service people don’t get paid the large amount of money that professional sporting teams do and
therefore must survive with less than the spoiled brats of Rugby league and AFL, who are housed in first class
accommodation. Most married service men and women live in either homes on bases or homes that they
have saved for and purchased.
This country now has state premiers who can overrule our Prime Minister because of the way our constitution
is worded.
If you look at the vaccination rates for covid you will see that the two states that are lagging far behind are
those who are saying they will not open their borders when the targets that our National Cabinet has set.What
is going on.
The other thing that is dividing this country some workers and unions, mainly truckies who are now going to
strike and effect every person’s access to food and essentials because they either refuse to get vaccinated or
want a pay rise. A pay rise when we have so many people without jobs because of the lockdowns. Come on
you people, you are a selfish group of people who are thinking only of yourself and not your country. You want
millions to suffer for you!!!!
Wake up and help us out of this mess. We will be living with Covid for years to come so do something to
reduce others risk of death or a horrible sickness. Get Vaccinated NOW.
Bob Gilligan, Vice President Rotary e-Club of NextGen
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October Meeting Program
5th October
Event: KIVA Night
Guest Attendees: Halcyon Green KIVA Participants
Chairperson: Sheryl Carlotto

12th October
no meeting

13th October
Event: Australian Rotary Health Lift the Life Hat Night with Rotary Club of Ashmore
REMINDER - wear a hat, with prizes for the best hat

19th October
Board Meeting
non-board members welcome if desired

26th October
Guest Speaker: Wendy Gangell (Kulin WA) to present Tin Can Highway "A Small Town with a Big Heart"
Chairperson: Jane Flood

October Events
9th October

24th October

Days for Girls

World Polio Day

In support of the End Polio Now Campaign and supporting “The Clem Renouf and Bill Boyd End Polio Now Clubs”
project, I would like to encourage 100% of our members to contribute $10+ so we can make this club a World Leader.
In supporting this project, I envisage some members may donate more than the $10, and some may not be able to
donate $10, and if we could just raise $240 in total, we would be 100% sharing across our club members.
This is not our Foundation Dinner Project which will be held on 9th November.
This is an additional project in support of End Polio Now.
It would be wonderful to be able to declare on the 24th of October, on World Polio Day that our club is a Clem Renouf
and Bill Boyd End Polio Now Club.
Please donate into the following account with your Family Name and Polio.
BSB 6333000
Account: 145 756 730
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